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Before you apply for membership in ResNet NPND
Please be aware of the following basic rules and statutes of the network:
1. The general aims and goals of the network are defined in the Memorandum of Commitment as
formulated and signed by its founding members in April 2011 (see appendix to this document).
All members are aware of this Memorandum and commit themselves to its aims and goals.
2. In addition to this, all members must be aware of and commit themselves to the following
points:
(a) A network activity is any scientific activity conducted jointly by two or more accepted
members of this network. Thus, e.g., any publication published jointly by two or more
members is a network activity.
(b) The members promote cooperation and activities within the network. They also promote
public visibility of the network, e.g. by announcing membership on their websites.
(c) The members promote visibility of the network by informing the coordinators of any
network activities (joint proposals, joint publications etc.). They agree that such activities will
be regularly announced to the public via the ResNet NPND website. In case a member does
not wish a particular activity to be announced in public, this must be justified by a written
statement.
(d) The members promote visibility of the network by duly acknowledging network activities in
joint publications in the form of a statement (acknowledgements section) such as: “This work
is an activity conducted within the Research Network Natural Products against Neglected
Diseases (ResNet NPND)”. This can also apply to parts of a study in which other colleagues
(non members) have participated. In such cases the acknowledgement can read, e.g., “The
biological part of this work (conducted by ….) is an an activity ….”.
Please be aware that points (c) and (d) are of utmost importance since only in case we
demonstrate measurable output we can expect to be funded as a network.
(e) The members agree to submit, on request, a research profile which will be posted open to
the public on the ResNet NPND website. This profile will be updated in certain intervals. It
will be possible to link this profile to the member’s personal website, and vice versa.
(f) The members agree to submit annual reports describing their activities within ResNet NPND.
These reports, submitted to the coordinators, will also be posted on the ResNet NPND
website.
(g) The members agree to actively and passively participate in democratic processes within the
network, such as, e.g., election of an executive board of coordinators. They also agree to
take certain responsibilities for the network, within their personal capabilities (e.g. a
function in the executive board, organization of meetings etc.), as a consequence of such
democratic processes.

3. Structure of the network
ResNet NPND since its foundation consists of four scientific sections:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Natural Products Chemistry
In Silico Medicinal Chemistry/ Data Platform
Antiparasitic screening
Parasite biochemistry

Due to its current membership structure (most members reside in Brazil, some in Germany and
only very few in other countries), it is currently coordinated by two persons, namely, Alvaro J.
Romanha (Florianópolis, Brazil) and Thomas J. Schmidt (Münster, Germany). This executive
board is to be extended after the acceptance of new members so that one coordinator will be
located on each continent with active members.
Furthermore, in order to improve network efficiency, the executive board will be extended by
four administrative officers (AOs), one for each scientific section as mentioned above.
This executive board shall officially be elected in April 2014, after entry of new members.
It will be the duty of this executive board to coordinate joint activities, to advise members in
questions concerning scientific or cooperative aspects of the network and to “keep the network
running”.
4. An important note to all applicants for membership
Please note that ResNet NPND is neither a funding agency (unfortunately) nor a scientific society.
This means, that you can neither expect to receive money for your projects nor will you be asked
by the ResNet for any membership fee. Instead, ResNet NPND is a network of good will, i.e.
membership is totally voluntary and entirely motivated by good will, in the sense that could be
felt during the initial (founding) workshop in April 2011. If each of the members invests some of
her/his scientific energy, thoughts and ideas into the network, then it can lead to synergistic, not
just additive, output and success!
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